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The many scales of pelagic habitats ¢

*

Introduction Abundance
Plankton in pelagic (open ocean) habitats
vary greatly in abundance and body size,
presenting significant challenges for
assessing the state of pelagic habitats.
There are also vast differences in the spatial
and temporal scale of events and pressures
impacting pelagic habitats, adding
complexity and making pelagic habitats
challenging to understand.
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Plankton exhibit a wide range in
abundance, across nine orders of
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Figure copied from McQuatters-Gollop et al. (2024)

Body size

Plankton exhibit an extensive range of
body sizes, across nine orders of
magnitude, from tiny marine viruses to
massive siphonophores over 10 m in
length. In relative terms, this scale is
equivalent to comparing the width of a
needle to the length of Great Britain. No
single method can sample the plankton
community entirely so a range of

i B3 equipment must be used.
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biodiversity assessments for pelagic habitats.
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